cinnolin-1-yl)-2-(2-chlorophenyl)ethanone 2 has been synthesized through condensation of 3-acetyl-6-chloro-1H-cinnolin-4-one 1 with 2-(2-chlorophenyl)acetohydrazide in polar aprotic solvent containing catalytic amount of conc. HCl. The structure of the title compound 2 was established on the basis of IR, 1 H-NMR, 13 C-NMR and mass spectral data.
Cinnoline (or 1,2-diazanaphthalene) has obvious potential as antibacterial agent and along with other heterocyclic moieties showed a wide spectrum of pharmacological activities like antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory, analgesic, anticancer, antihypertensive and neuroleptic properties [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . In continuation of our previous work on diazines and benzfused heterocyclic compounds [6] [7] [8] , we are reporting herein the synthesis of 1-
In the 1 H-NMR spectrum (CDCl 3 solvent) of compound 2, the characteristic singlet of cinnoline-NH proton (D 2 O exchangeable) in compound 1 at 13.90 ppm disappeared, and the singlet of methyl group (-COCH 3 ) shifted upfield to 2.36 ppm along with a new signal of methylene group (-CH 2 -) at 4.39 ppm. Moreover, the cyclic carbonyl carbon signal disappeared in the 13 C-NMR spectrum of compound 2. The fact was also supported by the mass spectrum of compound 2 which showed molecular ion peak (M + ) at m/z 370.04 along with two characteristic peaks at 372.04 (M + +2) and 374.04 (M + +4). The values are in complete agreement with the structure assigned. 
